AGENDA REQUEST FORM
THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

Meeting Date Agenda Item Number

(03-15-2005 A-7

Open Agenda

——Yes ___X_No

Time Certain Request

_Yes X o

FTITLE: i
)

Resolution Amending The 2005 State Legislative Program And Urging The Florida Legislature To Pass
Legislation Ensuring An Adequate Tax Rate And The Maximum Benefits To Broward County Schools
From Slot Machines At Pari-Mutuel Facilities In Broward County.

REQUESTED ACTION: ]

Adopt Resolution 05-69 amending the 2005 State Legislative Program to urge the Florida Legislature to
pass legislation ensuring an adequate tax rate is imposed on the slot machines which will be allowed at
Broward pari-mutuel facilities, and ensuring that Broward County School District recelves the maximum
benefits possible from the allocation of the revenue from these slot machines.

SUMMARY EXPLANATION AND BACKGROUND: I

See attached Resolution 05-69. Accordingly, the 2005 State Legislative Program should be amended to
address the slot machine revenues, and the Legislature should be urged to set a tax rate of no less than 40%,
to ensure that the revenues are distributed to the school districts directly pursuant to the FEFP, and to
ensure that Broward, as the contributing county, receives additional revenues.

This item is being brought forth by Stephanie Arma Kraft, Esq., School Board Chair

SCHOOL BOARD GOALS: l

__*Goal One:  All students will achieve at their highest potential.
__*Goal Two:  All schools will have equitable resources.
__*Goal Three: All operations of the school system will demonstrate best business practices while supporting

student achicvement.
X #Goal Four:  All stakeholders work together to build a better school system.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: I

There is no financial impact to passing this Resolution.

EXHIBITS: (List) I

1. Resolution # 05-69
2. 2005 State Legislative Platform Statement

BOARD ACTION: SQURCE OF ADDITIGNAL INFORMATION:
te Argna Jfatt, Eg 754-321-2004
ADOPTED AS AMENDED ' 7543212190
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wews [RESOLUTION

No | U5-69

Resolution amending the 2005 State Legislative Program and urging the Florida
Legislature to pass legislation ensuring an adequate tax rate and the maximum benefits to
Broward County schools from slot machines at pari-mutuel facilities in Broward County.

WHEREAS, on November 2, 2004, the Florida voters passed Amendment 4 authorizing Miami-Dade '
and Broward County Voters to hold a referenda on whether to approve slot machines in pari-mutuel facilities;
anct

WHEREAS, on March 8, 2005, the voters of Broward County passed an initiative allowing slot
machines in pari-mutuel facilities in Broward County, but on that same date, Miami-Dade voters rejected the
same initiative in Miami-Dade County; and

WHEREAS, it is now up to the Legislature to enact enabling legislation which will regulate the
operation of these slot machines, set the tax rate, and determine how the revenues will be allocated; and

WHEREAS, in other states which have passed laws allowing slot machines at pari-mutuel facilities,
the slot revenues are taxed at rates between 36% and 70% or more, and state legislators are debating taxing the §
revenues at 30-35%; and

WHEREAS, a tax rate of at least 50% would maximize the benefits coming to Broward County from
the siot machines; and

WHEREAS, Amendment 4 and the ballot language that voters approved on March 8 states that g
revenues from the slot machines must supplement public education statewide and this language would allow §
all the revenues to be used for a statewide education program; and i

WHEREAS, the SBBC believes it would be preferable for the revenues to be distributed directly to the §
school districts, which can prioritize the needs in their counties; and

WHEREAS, it has been suggested that tax revenues shouid be distributed to the school districts
putsuant to the Florida Education Finance Plan (FEFP), but under the FEFD, Broward would receive 10.68% of
the revenues, which is not the largest percentage that a school district in this state could receive; and

WHEREAS, it would be more equitable for Broward, as the contributing county, to receive the highest

percentage, thus it is necessary for any enabling legislation ta recognize this and provide Broward with more
than its share under the FEFP; and

WHEREAS, staff may need to develop additional rationale as the legislation moves through the
process.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 2005 State Legislative Program should be amended to
address the stot machine revenues, and the Legislature should be urged to set a tax rate of ro less than 30%, to
ensure that the revenues are distributed to the school districts directly pursuant to the FEFP, and to ensure
that Broward, as the contributing county, receives additional revenues.

Given at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, this 15" day of March, 2005.

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BR%
BY:

Stepbani

ATTEST:

Franklin L. TS Tr., Superinténdent of Sc}ylé




THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA
2005 Legislative Platform Statement

Slot Machines
‘The enabling legislation should set a tax rate of no less than 50% and ensure that

the revenues are distributed to the school districts directly pursuant to the FEFP
and ensure that Broward, as the contributing county, receives additional revenues.




THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA
ADDITION TO 2005 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

N
A

Slot Machines O

The enabling fegislation should set a tax rate of no less than48% and
ensure that the xevenues are distributed to the school districts directly
pursuant to the FEFP and ensure that Broward, as the contributing
county, receives additional revenues.
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+ RESOLUTION

\\ No. 05-69

\
\

*,

Resolution'amending the 2005 State Legislative Program and urging the Florida
Legislature to pass legislation ensuring an adequate tax rate and the maximum benefits to
Broward County schools from slot machines at pari-mutuel facilities in Broward County.

A

WHEREAS, on Ndvgmber 2, 2004, the Florida voters passed Amendment 4 authorizing Miami-Dade |
and Broward County Voters to hold a referenda on whether to approve slot machines in pari-mutuel facilities; §

and Y

WHEREAS, on March 8, 2005, the voters of Broward County passed an initiative allowing slot
machines in pari-mutuel facilities in Broward County, but on that same date, Miami-Dade voters rejected the §

same initiative in Miami-Dade Coﬂpty; and

N
WHEREAS, it is now up to, the Legislature to enact enabling legislation which will regulate the
operation of these slot machines, set t}i‘e\ tax rate, and determine how the revenues will be atlocated; and
i

WHEREAS, in other states which have passed laws altowing slot machines at pari-mutuel facilities,
the slot revenues are taxed at rates between 36% and 70% or more, and state legisiators are debating taxing the
revenues at 30-35%; and _

o s

WHEREAS, a tax rate of at least 48% would maximize the benefits coming to Broward County from

the slot machines; and y

WHEREAS, Amendment 4 and the baflpt language that voters approved on March § states that §
revenues from the slot machines must supptement public education statewide but B(_-us language would allow all §
an -

the revenues to be used for a statewide education program; and

\
WHEREAS, the SBBC believes it would be praferable for the revenues to be distributed directly to the |

school districts, which can prioritize the needs in their\?umies; and

WHEREAS, it has been suggested that tax revélques should be distributed to the schoo! districts
pursuant to the Florida Education Finance Plan (FEFP), but'under the FEFP, Broward would receive 10.68% of
the revenues, which is not the largest percentage that a schooi district in this state could receive; and

e ;
WHEREAS, it would bélq‘q,::equitable for Broward, as the'contributing county, to-swot receive the highest

percentage, thus it is necessary for any enabling legislation to récognize this and provide Broward with more
than its share under the FEFF; and

WHEREAS, staff may need to develop additivnal rationale as the legislation moves through the
process.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 2005 State Legjslative Program should be amé':)"lgedpto
address the slot machine revenues, and the Legislature should be urged 14 set a tax rate of no less than 40%, to
ensure that the revenues are distributed to the school districts directly gursuant to the FEFP, and to ensure
that Broward, as the contributing county, receives additional revenues. 3

Given at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, this 15% day of March, 2005.

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY:

Stephanie Arma Kraft, Esq., Chair

ATTEST:

Franklin L. Til}, Jr., Superintendent of Schools \




