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TITLE: |
High School Philosophy Honors: Ethics Course

REQUESTED ACTION: l

Approve the course for submission to the Florida Department of Education’s Course Code
Directory.

SUMMARY EXPLANATION AND BACKGROUND: I

The Florida Department of Education requires local School Board approval before a new course
is submitted for addition to the Course Code Directory.

An additional Level 3 elective will expand course offerings for career majors at the high school
level. '

SCHOOL BOARD GOALS: |

_x_*Goal One:  Raise achievement of all students to ensure graduation from high school and readiness for post-secondary
education.

__*Goal Two:  Improve the health and wellness of students and personnel.

__*Goal Three: Provide a safe and secure physical and technological environment for all students and employees.

.*Goal Four:  Promote innovation which focuses on best practices and quality efforts that improve our best-in-class position.

—*Goal Five:  Recruit, develop, retain, and recognize high performing and diverse faculty and personnel,

__*Goal Six:  Build strong partnerships with family, business, community and government at the classroom, school, area,
and district level.

__*Goal Seven: Ensure district’s leadership as an environmental steward through innovative ecology and energy conservation
programs. .

FINANCIAL IMPACT: J

There is no financial impact to the District.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION — GRADES 9-12, ADULT

Subject Area: Social Studies

Course Number:  To Be Named

Course Title:

Credit:

A. Major Concepts/Content. This course replaces #2105350 Ethics for the 21
Century. The learner, building on the foundations of Philosophy Honors as a
prerequisite, will explore, understand, and apply the important ethical theories in
philosophy to present day issues, and will focus on the ethical theories of the great
thinkers, from the ancient era through the modern era, with the purpose of providing
the students with the tools necessary {o analyze, critique and evaluate current issues
and to formulate a personal value system with which to evaluate any present day

Philosophy Honors: Ethics

1.0

issue. Special emphasis wilt be on character education.

The content should include, but not be limited to, the following:

the origin and history of ethics

metaethics: the meanings of ethical terms, the nature of ethical

Judgements and the types of ethical arguments

major ethical philosophers and main types of ethical theory:

Revival Virtue Ethics

Socrates

Plato

Aristotle

Immanuel Kant

John Stuart Mill

John Locke

Soren Kirkegaard

Albert Camus

Jean-Paul Sartre

Alfred North Whitehead

Bertrand Russell

John Rawls

Stoicism

Utilitarianism

The Categorical Imperative

Natuoral Law and Contract

Existentialism

Care Ehtics

the problems of ethics, including but not limited to:
the nature and foundation of ethics
the meaning of ethical terms



ox

the source of ethical obligation

conscience and guilt

the nature of human freedom and its responsibilities
the relationship between individual and society
polarities in ethical theory '

- ethics and business

- ethics and war/conflict

- Socrates on living the examined life

- Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, Theory of Forms, universal archetype of
justice, social contract, obligations to the State and other of his dialogues.

- Aristotle on reason, happiness and the life of moderation applied to ethics.

- cubtural and value relativism

- character education and the development of a personal ethical philosophy

- student development of oral argumentative skills

This course shall integrate the Goal 3 Student Performance Standards of the
Florida System of Schoo! Improvement and Accountability as appropriate to the
content and process of the subject matter.

Course student performance standards must be adopted by the district, and
they must reflect appropriate Sunshine State Standards benchmarks.

Special Note. None

Course Requirements. These requirements include, but are not limited to, the
benchmarks from the Sunshine State Standards that are most relevant to this
course. Benchmarks correlated with a specific course requirements may also be
addressed by other course requirements as appropriate.

After successfully completing this course the student will:

1. Reflect on and question the basis of ethics in the context of
historical chronology and the historical context,

2. Reflect on and guestion current ethical issues.

3. Develop a personal mode of thought and ethics based on
critical examination of evidence and argument.

4. Formulate rational arguments concerning ethical issues,

5. Demonstrate understanding of subjective and ideological
biases.

- 6. Use philosophical language clearly, consistently and

appropriately.

7. Identify and formulate ethical problems philosophically.

8. Relate specific texts and authors to the examination of ethical
concepts and problems.



9. Construct philosophical arguments and apply critical-
thinking and decision-making skills regarding issues of
character and cthics.

10. Apply the higher order thinking skills of analysis, synthesis,
and cvaluation according to Bloom’s Taxonomy.

The following Next Generation Sunshine State Standards apply:

55.912.C.1.1 Evaluate, take, and defend posilions on the founding ideals and principles in American
Constitutional government.

$5.912.C.1.2 Explain how the Declaration of independence reflected the pelitical principles of popular
soverelgnty, social contract, natural rights, and individual rights.

55.912.C.1.3 Evaluate the ideals and principles of the founding docurments {(Declaration of Independence,
Articles of Confedaration, Federalist Papers) that shaped American Democracy.

§5.912.C.1.4 Analyze and categorize the diverse viewpoints presented by the Federalists and the Anti-
Federalists conceming ratification of the Constitution and inclusion of a bill of rights.

$5.912.C.1.5 Evaluate how the Constitution and its amendments reflect the paolitical principles of rule of
faw, chacks and bakances, separation of powers, republicanism, democracy, and federalism.

§8.912.C.2.1 Evaluate the constitutional provisions establishing citizenship, and assess the criteria among
citizens by birth, naturalized citizens, and non-citizens,

§5.912.C.2.2 Evaluate the importance of political participation and civic participation.
§5.912.C.2.3 Experience the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state, or federal levels.

$5.912.C.2.4 Evaluate, take, and defend positions on issues that cause the government to balance the
interests of individuals with the public good.

$5.912.C.2.6 Evaluate, take, and defend positions about rights protected by the Constitution and Bill of
Rights.

$5.912.C.2.7 Explain why rights have limits and are not absolute.

§8.912.C.2.8 Analyze the impact of citizen participation as a means of achieving political and social
change.

558.912.C.2.9 Identify the expansion of civil rights and liberties by examining the principles contained in
primary documents,

§8.912.C.2.10 Monitor current public issues in Florida.

£5.912.C.2.11 Analyze pubiic policy solutions or courses of action to resolve a local, state, or federal
issue.

85.912.C.2.12 Explain the changing roles of television, radio, press, and Internet in political
communication.

§5.912.C.2.13 Analyze various forms of political communication and evaluate for bias, factual accuracy,
omission, and emational appeal.

$85.912.C.2.14 Evaluate the processes and results of an election at the state or federal ievel.

55.912.C.2.15 Evaluale the origins and roles of political parties, interest groups, media, and individuats in
determining and shaping public policy.



$8.912.C.3.1 Examine the consfitutional principles of representative government, limited government,
consent of the governed, rute of law, and individual rights.

$8.812.C.3.2 Define federalism, and identify examples of the powers granted and denied to states and the
national government in the American federal system of government. -

§5.912.C.3.10 Evaluale the significance and cutcomes of landmark Supreme Court cases.
$8.912.C.3.11 Contrast how the Conslitution safeguards and limits individual righis.

55.912.C.3.13 lllustrate examples of how government affects the daily lives of citizens at the local, state,
and national levels,

$5.912.C.3.14 Examine canstitutional powers (expressed, implied, concurrent, reserved).

$5.912.C.3.15 Examine how power and responsibility are distiibited, shared, and limited by the
Constitution.

$5.912.C.4.1 Explain how the world's nations are governed differently.

§85.912.C 4.2 Evaluate the influence of American foreign policy on other nations and the influences of other
nations on American policies and society.

§8.912.C.4.3 Assess human rights policies of the United States and other countries.
$5.912.H.1.4 Explain philosophical beliefs as they relate to works in the arts.

S85.912.H.2.3 Apply various types of crifical analysis {contexiual, formal, and infuitive criticism) to works in
the arts, including the types and use of symbolism within art forms and their philosophical implications.

$8.912H.2.4 Examihe the effects that works in the arts have on groups, individuals, and cultures.

55.912.H.3.2: ldentify social, moral, ethical, religious, and legal issues arising from technological and
scientific developments, and examine their influence on works of arts within a culture.

$8.812.W.1.1: Use timefines to establish cause and effect relationships of historical events.
§5.912.W.1.3 Interpref and evaluate primary and secondary sources.
$5.912.W.1.4 Explain how historians use historical inguiry and other sciences to understand the past.

55.912.W.1.5 Compare conflicting interpretations or schools of thought about world evenis and individual
contributions {o history (historiography).

S$8.912.W.1.6 Evaluate the role of history in shaping identity and character.

55.912.W.2.12 Recognize the importance of Christian monasleries and convents as centers of education,
charitable and missionary activity, economic preductivity, and political power.

88.912.W.2.13 Explain how Western civilization arose from a synthesis of classical Greco-Roman
clvilization, Judeo-Christian influence, and the cultures of northern European peoples promoting a cultura
unity in Europe.

$5.912.W.2.16 Trace the growth and development of national identify in England, France, and Spain.

§8.812.W.2.17 Identify key figures, artistic, and intellectual achievements of the medieval period in Western
Europe.

$8.912.W.3.1 Discuss significant people and beliefs associated with Isiam.

58.912.W.3.2 Compare the major beliefs and principles of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.



§5.912.W.3.5 Describe the achievements, contributions, and key figures associated with the Istamic
Golden Age.

$8.912.W.4.5 Describe how ideas from the Middle Ages and Renaissance led to the Scientific Revolution.

SS5.912.W.4.7 Identify criticisms of the Roman Catholic Church by individuals such as Wycliffe, Hus and
Erasmus and their impact on later reformers,

$5.912.W.4.8 Summarize religious reforms associated with Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Henry VIII, and John of
Leyden and the effects of the Reformation on Europe.

$5.012.W.4.9 Analyze the Roman Catholic Church’s response to the Proteslant Reformation in the forms of
the Counter and Catholic Reformation. Analyze the Roman Catholic Church's response to the Protestant
Reformation in the forms of the Counter and Catholic Reformation.

$5.912.W.4.10 ldentify the major contributions of individuals associated with the Scientific Revolution.

$S.912.W.4.14 Recognize the practice of slavery and other forms of forced labor experienced during the
13th through 17th centuries in East Africa, West Africa, Europe, Southwest Asia, and the Americas,

$5.012.W.5.2 identify major causes of the Enlightenment.
55.812.W.5.3 Summarize the major ideas of Enlightenment philosophers.

S$.912.W.5.5 Analyze the extent lo which the Enlightenment impacted the American and French
Revolutions.

S$S.912.W.6.3 Compare the philosophies of capitalism, socialism, and communism as described by Adam
Smith, Robert Owen, and Karl Marnx.

$5.912.W.6.6 Analyze the causes and effects of imperialism.

$5.912.W.7.10 Summarize the causes and effects of President Truman's decision to drop the atomic
bombs on Japan.

$8.912.W.8.6 Explain the 20th century background for the establishment of the modern state of Israel in
1048 and the ongoing military and political conflicts between Israel and the Arab-Muslim world.

$5.812.W.8.8 Describe the rise and goals of nationalist leaders in the post-war era and the impact of their
rufe on their societies.

$8.912.W.B.8 Analyze the successes and failures of democratic reform movements in Africa, Asia, the
Caribbean, and Latin America.

$8.912.W.8.10 Explain the impact of religious fundamentalism in the tast half of the 20th century, and
identify related events and forces in the Middle East over the last several decades.

$%.912.W.0.1 Idenify major scientific figures and breakthroughs of the 20th century, and assess their
impact on contemporary fife.

$5.912.W.8.3  Explain cultural, historical, and economic facters and governmental policies that created the
opportunities for ethnic cleansing or genotide in Cambodia, the Balkans, Rwanda, and Darfur, and describe
various governmental and non-governmentat responses to them,

$8.912.W.9.4 Describe the causes and effects of twentieth century nationalist conflicts.

$8.912.W.8.7 Describe the impact of and global response to international terrarism.

$5.912.G.1.1 Design maps using a variety of technologies based on descriptive data to explain physical
and cultural atfribufes of major world regions.



55.912.A.3.10 Review different economic and philosophic ideclogies.

§5.912 A.7.5 Compare nonviolent and violent approaches utilized by groups (African Americans, women,
Native Americans, Hispanics}) to achieve civil rights.
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